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« the Freemason's Tarern, at which 
the Duke of Gloucester presided. As 
usual, the atteadance was highly respect- 
able, aud we were glad to see a large 
number of the early and steady friends 
to the cause, both members of parliament 
and others. The report was read, stating 
the efforts of the Instit ition during the 
last year to counteract the miv felonious 
attempts of the slave-trader ; some im- 
portant extracts were given, by permis- 
sion of Government, from the last un- 
published manuscript of Mungo Park. 
These, with the correspondence of John 
Kizei, an intelligent colonist of Sierra 
Leone, who was sent by the governor 
to persuade some of the native princes 
to discourage the slave-trade, will form 
a most interesting part of the Appendix. 
An account was also given of experiments 
made upon some indigo manufactured 
by Warwick Francis, a Black settler at 
Sierra Leone, which prove that it is not 
at all inferior to that sent by the East- 
India Company when they first made it 
an article of commerce. Twelve grains 
of the African indigo are required to 
produce the same depth of colour in 
woollen cloth which is obtained from sir 
grains of the, East-India at 4s. 8d. per 
pound ; so that it is just half as good ; 
and as the process is susceptible of great 
improvements, which will be, immediate- 
ly pointed out to the settlers, the experi- 
ment must be considered as a very pro- 
mising one. The report was ordered to 
be printed. 

On account of the zealous, long-conti- 
nued, and invaluable services of Zachary 
Macauley, who, from the commencement 
of the Institution had gratuitously filled 
the office of Secretary, there was a strong 
feeling in the- meeting to bestow upon 
him some mark of its respect, and of the 
cense it entertained of his services. A 
motion was accordingly made, and carried 
unanimously, to present him with a piece 
pf plate, value 100 guineas, with an ap- 



propriate inscription, and a committee 
was appointed to carry it into effect. 

Letters have been received' in London 
from Capt. Cuffee, (memoirs of whom are 
given in the Belfast Magazine^) dated 
Sierra Leone, 2d month Feb. 8, by which 
it appears that he had transacted his 
business there, and was on the point of 
departing for West Port Massachussets, 
where he hoped to arrive ab«ut the be- 
ginning of the 4th month April. He has 
bought a house and lot of land in the 
town, and, if he meet with encourage^ 
ment, will probably tend the brig again 
to Sierra Leone next season. He states 
that many houses in the colony are going 
to decay, and that divers of the inhabi- 
tants have no means to repair them. 
They now saw all their wood by hand, 
and he suggests the expediency of erect- 
ing a saw-mill upon a stream which passes 
by the west end of Free-Town, and has a 
fall of thirty feet. This would be a very 
important acquisition, as timber, of which 
there is such a vast variety, might then 
easily be brought into a state fit for builder 
ing, and even, in process of time, for ex- 
portation. Commissioner Pawes has 
brought home several interesting specimen!) 
of their woods, which would be useful in 
this country in a variety of ways. Capt. 
Cuffee further states, that on the same 
stream, a mill for grinding corn, cleaning 
rice, &c. might easily be erected, an4 
that, if proper mechanical contriyances 
were adopted, these mills might be work- 
ed even in the dry seasons. 

Letters are ^Iso in town from some of 
the most intelligent of the colonists, by 
which it appears that nothing but a suit- 
able degree of encouragement on this side 
the water is wanting to rouse their indus- 
try to the most beneficial exertions. In 
our opinion, if proper use is made of the 
disposition and abilities of Capt. Cuffee, 
more wiil be done towards the civilization 
of Africa in one year, than in all the timft 
which has elapsed since the first attempts 
were made. 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

From the 20th Jme, to ihe f20M July, 1812. 

ALTHOtTGH the corn crops in general in this province have a favourable appearance, 
yet there are considerable exceptions. The frequent and heavy rains which fell during 
a great part of the Spriftg months, ha4 so drenched the flat and heavy soils, that when 
the weather changed suddenly to very dry, they became crusted on the surface. 
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and 80 lard, that tjje pom in many parts of the country has assumed a yellow colouf » 
and is likely to prove short in the straw, ^nd consequently small in the ear. This, 
howeyisr, is the pasp pnly with the pats and barley, the presept appearance of the whea; 
promises an abundant crop. 

The early planted potatops, on light free soils, look wellj those planted late, and on 
clay lands, are much retarded in their growth l;y the dry weather, and the binding of 
the earth, but a few seasonable showers woiild greatly relieve them. The late spring ha^ 
ttimed oi|t most unfavpurat^le this spason, by preventing the potato props fron) 
ripening as early as usual, and thereby protracting the relief of which the lower 
classes stand so much in need, in the preseqt time of distress, occasioned by the n- 
ceeding high price of provisions. 

The hay crops are generally very luittiriant this year, and the finedry weather which 
commenced about the beginning of this month, has afforded a goo(l opportunity of 
saving tliem, so that the quality of ihp hay will be good. 

Flax promiseti (q bp a full crop, and few seasons required it morp, as there is very 
little of the old ;tock remaining on hapds. If the weatl^er provp fine, the farmers ought 
to lay out their accounts to save a part of their seed. What was saved last yeStr, pro« 
<duced much bptter crops than the seed imported from England. 

The present is a titne of general distress aif^ongst the Tower and labouring classes of 
^he people. The prices of provisions has for some time past been so high, that their 
scanty earnings were not equal to obtain for them a sufiictpnt subsistence. Tfieold potar 
toes are tnpstly exhausted, and the new ones are not in a general way lit for use. In* 
^eed, it is tobp feared, that necessity will coipppl the poor people to begin on their 
crop before the roots have attained a proper size, and t)ierehy destroy in one week 
what would otherwise serve them a mouth, and consequently lay the foundation for a 
deficiency in the succeeding year. 

Oat-ineal has lately been sold, in some places, at the enormous price cf 52 shillings 
percwt. it is to be hope it will not continue long at that rate. In several places it tus 
aince fallen. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

The fears expressed iti the last Report, that notwithstanding the concessions made 
in the Orders in Council, war might be declared by the United Statps of America, 
previously to their knowledge of the tardy concessions, and in that case a returfl 
lo frienmy relations might be rendered very difficult : have been realized as to the 
^rst part : .and as to the Jatter, the apprehensions of confirmed hostility, and of en- 
creased demands for additional security against British aggression on neutral rights arp 
not lessened. By many, fears of this kmd, it is probable, were lightly treated, at the 
close of' last month; iiow, perhaps, it maybe admitted they are bettei founded ; yet, 
still delusive hope, and that dispowtton common to individuals, and to nations, as 
aggregates pf individuals, to think with partiality of their own cause, prevent many 
from perceiving the danj;ers from America in their full extent. The arrogance of 
liritain affecting to be insular Queen of I^ations, has, m the days of prosperity, led 
to the formation of habits of arrogance, which are not now easily laid aside in the 
season of adversity, and decline. Like spoiled children of fortune in private life, 
nations also tteat others, their customers, and former allies, with hauteur, and flatter 
themselves that such is the magnitude of their powers, both political and commercial, 
that they will be able to " whistle them back," when they please, without considtring 
that the national pride of other stales, even of inferior ability, when sorely offended, 
is not easily :(pppa8ed a and America especially, retains a proud recollection of having 
once venttired to cope with Britain, ^nd having proved victoripiis. 

At Uverpool the provisional repeal of the Orders in Council, caused an immediate 
and considerable reduction in the value of almost every kind of American produce, 
and the market continued in a very dull and languid state. The demand for Cotton, 
during ten days, was tolerably extensive ; but from the confident expectation of a re- 
newed intercourse with the United States, the prices continupd gradually upon the dp- 



